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non-violence, if it may be so called, is of the helpless and
the weak.
What I have pleaded for is renunciation of violence of
the heart and consequent active exercise of the force gene-
rated by the great renunciation. One of the critics says
that favourable public opinion is necessary for the work-
ing of non-violence. The writer is evidently thinking of
passive resistance conceived as a weapon of the weak. I
have drawn a distinction between passive resistance *of the
weak and active non-violent resistance of the strong. The
latter can and does work in the teeth of the fiercest oppo-
sition. But it ends in evoking the widest public sympathy.
.Sufferings of the non-violent have been known to melt
the stoniest hearts. I make bold to say that, if the Jews
can summon to their aid the soul power that comes only
from non-violence, Herr Hitler will bow before the courage
which he has never yet experienced in any large measure
in his dealings with men, and which, when it is exhibited,
he will own, is infinitely superior to that shown by his
best storm troopers. The exhibition of such courage is
only possible for those who have a living faith in the God
of Truth and Non-violence, i. e. Love.
Harijan, 17-12-'38
It is highly probable that ' a Jewish Gandhi' in Ger-
many, should one arise, could function for about five
minutes and would'be promptly taken to the guillotine.
But that will not disprove my case or shake my belief in
the efficacy of ahimsa. I can conceive the necessity of the
immolation of hundreds, if not thousands, to appease the
hunger of dictators who have no belief in ahimsa. Indeed
the maxim is that ahimsa is the most efficacious in front
of the greatest himsa. Its quality is really tested oily in
such cases. Sufferers need not see the result during their
lifetime. They must have faith that, if their cult sur-
. vives, the result is a certainty. The method of violence